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Chatham; and tinder his direction the whole establishment was 
rearranged in a form more suited to modern military science. 
In 1866 the cattle plague was giving much anxiety and trouble 
to the Privy Council; a separate department was created for a 
time to undertake all that the new Orders in Council required, 
and General Harness was placed at the head of it, and thus 
found himself the virtual dictator of the cattle trade of the 
-country. He became major-general in 1868, and in 1877 he 
was appointed a colonel-commandant, Royal Engineers, and 
promoted to the rank of lieutenant-general in the army, after 
which he was placed on the retired list as a general. He 
became a K.C.B. in 1873. The last duty he undertook was to 
be President of a Committee on Siege Operations. 

He was entrusted by the Ordnance authorities with the 
editing of a Course of Mathematics for the Royal Military 
Academy, which was published in 1853, and was till lately used 
there as a text-book. The late Hr. Peter Barlow, who was his 
colleague at Woolwich, and with whom he kept up a close friend¬ 
ship afterwards, gave him great assistance in the preparation of 
this work. His life was one of constant work, but the mere record 
of his services gives no just idea of the influence he exerted upon 
those with whom he was brought in contact during his long career. 

He married, in 1828, Caroline, daughter of Mr. Thomas 
Edmunds, of Cowbridge, Glamorganshire ; and died on February 
10, 1883, at Barton End, Headington, Oxford. He was elected a 
Fellow of this Society on December 15, 1839. 

J. w. l. G. 

Julius Page was the only son of Richard Page, Esq., and in 
early life was associated in business with his father, who was 
engaged in the Stock Exchange, and was a frequent writer in 
the Times on the currency, under the name of Daniel Hardcastle. 
In 1834 Julius Page entered the house of Messrs. Baring 
Brothers, and remained with them as a valued and much respected 
clerk until failing health compelled his retirement in 1869. He 
married in 1834, and had one child, a daughter, who survives 
him. He died at Greenwich on August 6, 1S83, in the 83rd year 
of his age. 

Mr. Page was a member of the old Mathematical Society, and 
became a Fellow of the Royal Astronomical Society when the 
former Society was merged init in 1845. Mr. Page occupied himself 
for many years with conic sections, treated algebraically, but not 
by the methods of analytical geometry, and he always took great 
interest in the solution of problems connected with this subject. 
He was the last surviving member of the old Mathematical 
Society, who was a true and characteristic representative of its 
methods and objects as they were in its best days. In the Monthly 
Notices for 1878 (vol. xxxviii. pp. 145-147), in the obituary 
notice of Dr. Bowerbank, there was given an account by Mr. 
Page of the Society as he remembered it. He there states that 
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lie became a member of it in 1823, wben it met in Crispin Street, 
Spitalfields. 

Mr. Page was a man of retiring disposition, only seeking 
enjoyment in bis books, bis conic sections, and bis lathe. He had 
acquired a large fund of knowledge, which he was always ready 
to impart to those who sought for it. He was an acknowledged 
authority on Exchange and Foreign Bills, and wrote much in 
conjunction with his father on Peel’s Bank Act, and also on the 
Corn Laws. One of the last subjects that he was interested in 
was paper currency, and his views were published, with those 
of others, in a volume by the late Lord Overstone. 

Sir Edwaed Sabine was the son of Mr. Joseph Sabine of Lewin, 
and was born in Dublin, on October 14, 1788. The family to 
which he belonged, said to be of Italian origin, early settled in 
Normandy, and removed thence to this country. He received 
his early education at the Royal Military Colleges of Marlow 
and Woolwich, obtaining a commission as second lieutenant in 
the Royal Artillery when but fifteen years of age, on December 
22, 1803, and receiving his captaincy in 1813. He served in the 
American War, 1813-1816* and was present in the campaign of 
1814 on the Niagara frontier. He commanded the batteries at 
the siege of Fort Erie, and was favourably mentioned in de¬ 
spatches. On the conclusion of the war he was appointed, on the 
recommendation of the President and Council of the Boyal 
Society, astronomer of the first expedition in search of the North- 
West Passage, commanded by Sir John Ross, in 1818. On the 
return of that expedition, he accompanied, in the same capacity, 
the second expedition, 1819-1820, commanded by Sir Edward 
Parry. As the result of his observations he made two communi¬ 
cations to the Royal Society, which were published in the Philo¬ 
sophical Transactions , one relating to the irregularities observed 
in the direction of the compass needle consequent upon the 
attraction of the iron of the ships, and the other to the variations 
of the magnetic needle and the intensity of the magnetic force 
•during the voyage. In the latter he pointed out the importance 
of founding a widely-extended series of observations of mag¬ 
netic disturbances. 

In 1821 and 1822 he conducted a series of pendulum experi¬ 
ments for determining the figure of the earth at several stations 
at or near the Equator, on the coasts of Africa and America in 
H.M.S. Pheasant , and in 1823 he extended the series to Greenland, 
Spitzbergen, and Norway, in H.M.S. Griper. In these voyages 
he also paid attention to various other questions, such as deep-sea 
temperature, ocean currents, the measurement of heights baro¬ 
metrically, the influence of the Gulf Stream on the coasts of 
Europe, &c. His papers on these and other subjects were published 
in the Philosophical Transactions, the Edinburgh Journal of 
Science, and the Quarterly Journal of Science. 

In 1825 he and Sir John Herschel were appointed the 
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